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Between the seventeenth and nineteenth centuries, women's role in the Swedish economy was renegotiated
and reconceptualized. Maria Agren chronicles changes in married women's property rights, revealing the
story of Swedish women's property as not just a simple narrative of the erosion of legal rights, but a more
complex tale of unintended consequences.

A public sphere of influence--including the wife's family and the local community--held sway over spousal
property rights throughout most of the seventeenth century, Agren argues. Around 1700, a campaign to
codify spousal property rights as an arcanum domesticum, or domestic secret, aimed to increase efficiency in
legal decision making. New regulatory changes indeed reduced familial interference, but they also made
families less likely to give land to women.

The advent of the print medium ushered property issues back into the public sphere, this time on a national
scale, Agren explains. Mass politicization increased sympathy for women, and public debate popularized
more progressive ideas about the economic contributions of women to marriage, leading to mid-nineteenth-
century legal reforms that were more favorable to women. Agren's work enhances our understanding of how
societies have conceived of women's contributions to the fundamental institutions of marriage and the
family, using as an example a country with far-reaching influence during and after the Enlightenment.
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From reader reviews:

Tracey Egan:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book Domestic Secrets: Women and Property in Sweden,
1600-1857 (Studies in Legal History). You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. So long
as we know about how is important a book Domestic Secrets: Women and Property in Sweden, 1600-1857
(Studies in Legal History). You can add information and of course you can around the world by a book.
Absolutely right, simply because from book you can understand everything! From your country until foreign
or abroad you will be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era,
we can easily open a book or maybe searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can use it when
you feel weary to go to the library. Let's learn.

Cornell Warren:

The book Domestic Secrets: Women and Property in Sweden, 1600-1857 (Studies in Legal History) can give
more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave a
very important thing like a book Domestic Secrets: Women and Property in Sweden, 1600-1857 (Studies in
Legal History)? Wide variety you have a different opinion about book. But one aim this book can give many
details for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or
details that you take for that, you can give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Domestic
Secrets: Women and Property in Sweden, 1600-1857 (Studies in Legal History) has simple shape however
you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can look the enormous world by wide open and
read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Fatima Leonard:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by surrounding. One
thing that occasionally many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. Yes, by reading a guide
your ability to survive increase then having chance to endure than other is high. In your case who want to
start reading some sort of book, we give you this kind of Domestic Secrets: Women and Property in Sweden,
1600-1857 (Studies in Legal History) book as nice and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is
greater than just a book.

Dexter Forsyth:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider if those information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you obtain
the unstable resource then you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All



of those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Domestic Secrets: Women and Property in Sweden,
1600-1857 (Studies in Legal History) as the daily resource information.
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