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With a masterful sense of the place of rhetoric in both thought and practice and an ear attuned to the clarity,
natural simplicity, and charm of Plato's Greek prose, James H. Nichols Jr., offers precise yet unusually
readable translations of two great Platonic dialogues on rhetoric.

The Gorgias presents an intransigent argument that justice is superior to injustice: To the extent that
suffering an injustice is preferable to committing an unjust act. The dialogue contains some of Plato's most
significant and famous discussions of major political themes, and focuses dramatically and with unrivaled
intensity on Socrates as a political thinker and actor. Featuring some of Plato's most soaringly lyrical
passages, the Phaedrus investigates the soul's erotic longing and its relationship to the whole cosmos, as well
as inquiring into the nature of rhetoric and the problem of writing.

Nichols's attention to dramatic detail brings the dialogues to life. Plato's striking variety in conversational
address (names and various terms of relative warmth and coolness) is carefully reproduced, as is alteration in
tone and implication even in the short responses. The translations render references to the gods accurately
and non-monotheistically for the first time, and include a fascinating variety of oaths and invocations. A
general introduction on rhetoric from the Greeks to the present shows the problematic relation of rhetoric to
philosophy and politics, states the themes that unite the two dialogues, and outlines interpretive suggestions
that are then developed more fully for each dialogue.

The twin dialogues reveal both the private and the political rhetoric emphatic in Plato's philosophy, yet often
ignored in commentaries on it. Nichols believes that Plato's thought on rhetoric has been largely
misunderstood, and he uses his translations as an opportunity to reconstruct the classical position on right
relations between thought and public activity.
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From reader reviews:

Marjorie Ingram:

The book "Gorgias" and "Phaedrus": Rhetoric, Philosophy, and Politics (Agora Editions) make one feel
enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to be your best
friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with the subject. If you can make examining a book
"Gorgias" and "Phaedrus": Rhetoric, Philosophy, and Politics (Agora Editions) for being your habit, you can
get more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You could
know everything if you like open and read a guide "Gorgias" and "Phaedrus": Rhetoric, Philosophy, and
Politics (Agora Editions). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other
people. So , how do you think about this publication?

Kenneth Wallace:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item
for a while is reading. Yeah, by reading a reserve your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand
up than other is high. For yourself who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this "Gorgias"
and "Phaedrus": Rhetoric, Philosophy, and Politics (Agora Editions) book as starter and daily reading
reserve. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Mary Kenney:

Do you among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This "Gorgias" and "Phaedrus": Rhetoric, Philosophy, and Politics (Agora Editions) book
is readable simply by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange for
enjoyable examining experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you.
The writer regarding "Gorgias" and "Phaedrus": Rhetoric, Philosophy, and Politics (Agora Editions) content
conveys prospect easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
content material but it just different by means of it. So , do you still thinking "Gorgias" and "Phaedrus":
Rhetoric, Philosophy, and Politics (Agora Editions) is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Matthew Seifert:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book and
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially fictional book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others. When you read this "Gorgias" and



"Phaedrus": Rhetoric, Philosophy, and Politics (Agora Editions), you may tells your family, friends along
with soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a guide.
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