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After World War II, the US Atomic Energy Commission (AEC) began mass-producing radioisotopes,
sending out nearly 64,000 shipments of radioactive materials to scientists and physicians by 1955. Even as
the atomic bomb became the focus of Cold War anxiety, radioisotopes represented the government’s efforts
to harness the power of the atom for peace—advancing medicine, domestic energy, and foreign relations.

           

In Life Atomic, Angela N. H. Creager tells the story of how these radioisotopes, which were simultaneously
scientific tools and political icons, transformed biomedicine and ecology. Government-produced
radioisotopes provided physicians with new tools for diagnosis and therapy, specifically cancer therapy, and
enabled biologists to trace molecular transformations. Yet the government’s attempt to present radioisotopes
as marvelous dividends of the atomic age was undercut in the 1950s by the fallout debates, as scientists and
citizens recognized the hazards of low-level radiation. Creager reveals that growing consciousness of the
danger of radioactivity did not reduce the demand for radioisotopes at hospitals and laboratories, but it did
change their popular representation from a therapeutic agent to an environmental poison. She then
demonstrates how, by the late twentieth century, public fear of radioactivity overshadowed any appreciation
of the positive consequences of the AEC’s provision of radioisotopes for research and medicine.
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From reader reviews:

Ann Gross:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book this
improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if you
want get more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want feel happy read one with theme for
entertaining like comic or novel. Often the Life Atomic: A History of Radioisotopes in Science and Medicine
(Synthesis) is kind of e-book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Brian Rocha:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
when those information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Life Atomic: A History of Radioisotopes in Science and
Medicine (Synthesis) as your daily resource information.

James Wood:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can have it in
e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This Life Atomic: A History of Radioisotopes in Science and
Medicine (Synthesis) can give you a lot of buddies because by you looking at this one book you have point
that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step
for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't realize, by
knowing more than some other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We should have Life
Atomic: A History of Radioisotopes in Science and Medicine (Synthesis).

Ann Craft:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information originating from a book. Book is published or printed or highlighted from each source that filled
update of news. With this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for a person.
From media social including newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, novel
and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out
your book? Or just in search of the Life Atomic: A History of Radioisotopes in Science and Medicine
(Synthesis) when you desired it?
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