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A presidential hopeful has taken a beautiful, vulnerable woman as his mistress, though both are married to
others. Hisrival for the presidency of the United States has even more sensational secrets to guard about his
own past. An ambitious journalist unearths the stories of the private lives of both, and he heftsin his hand
what he calls "the hammer of truth.”

Thetimeisthe end of the eighteenth century. The political figures whose intimate lives are about to be
revealed are Alexander Hamilton and Thomas Jefferson. The journalist out to shape the course of the young
nation's history is "that scurrilous scoundrel Callender," the fugitive from Scottish sedition law who
pioneered the public exposure of men in power. The women he makes famous are the mysterious Maria
Reynolds and the slave Sally Hemings.

The novelist and Pulitzer Prize-winning columnist William Safire brings these real charactersin our history
to life. He recounts the dramatic clash of the Founders and the first journalists -- drawn from actual events of
the nation's beginnings -- that has special relevance for our time. Scandalmonger is dramatized history at its
best and presidential politics at its most fascinating.

For those who think that Washington sex scandals and lurid journalism are recent devel opments, this novel
will be arevelation, for Safire shows vividly how mediaintrusiveness into private lives -- and politicians
cool manipulation of the press -- are as old as the Constitution.

The "scandalmonger” of thetitle is James Thomson Callender, awriter with a poisonous quill pen who is
secretly on the payroll of Vice President Jefferson. When Callender publishes documents leaked to him
about a secret Congressional investigation into Treasury Secretary Hamilton's financial dealings, Hamilton
counters with a confession of an affair with the blackmailing Mrs. Reynolds -- admitting to asin but not a
crime.

Callender's scathing newspaper attacks on Hamilton and on President John Adams as a "hoary-headed
incendiary” so incensed the Federalistsin power that they enacted the Sedition Act to crush freedom of
speech. The scandalmonger was convicted and jailed, but his widely reported martyrdom after an unfair trial
angered many voters and helped to sweep the Jeffersonians into power.

The new President pardoned his partisan publicist but refused to reward him -- indeed, cut him off in favor of
less divisive supporters. Broke and betrayed, Callender set out to wreak vengeance on his former hero by
breaking the story of Jefferson's fathering of children with his slave Sally Hemings -- an account that would
be scornfully disbelieved until largely authenticated by DNA evidence aimost two centuries later.

Central to the story of Scandalmonger is the enigmatic alure of Maria Reynolds, a haunting adventuress who
in real life bedazzled both Hamilton and his arch-enemy, Aaron Burr, and, in this novel, attracted the reviled
scandalmonger as well.

Much of the dialogue of Presidents Washington, Adams, Jefferson, Madison, and Monroe is drawn from
their letters. The accounts of libel and sedition trials to suppress the opinions of Callender and his bombastic
newspaper antagonist, "Peter Porcupine,” are accurate. Hamilton's passionate and ironic defense of freedom
of the pressis true (although the notes of his speech were fleshed out by Safire, aformer White House
speechwriter). In aunique "Underbook," the author scrupulously sets forth his scholarly sources, separating
fiction from dramatized history -- and in so leveling with the reader, truly re-creates the passionate
controversies of an erathat presages our times.
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From reader reviews:
Julia Jenkins:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information currently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a problem. What people must be consider
while those information which isinside former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously which
oneis appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take Scandalmonger: A Novel as the daily resource information.

Mamie Bostic:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, brief story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting Scandalmonger: A Novel that give
your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading addiction al over the
world can be said as the way for people to know world far better then how they react toward the world. It
can't be explained constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man but for al of you who wants to end
up being success person. So , for every you who want to start examining as your good habit, it is possible to
pick Scandalmonger: A Novel become your starter.

DoloresMika:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity using family or
just watching TV 24 hours aday. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It
okay you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Scandalmonger: A
Novel which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.

BessMalloy:

Y ou can get this Scandalmonger: A Novel by look at the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it can
to be your solve troubleif you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not
only by written or printed and also can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern erajust like now,
you just looking because of your maobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your
current ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately
make your knowledge are till revise. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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