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From bloodthirsty conquest to exotic romance, stereotypes of Spain abound. This new volume by
distinguished historian Stanley G. Payne draws on his half-century of experience to offer a balanced, broadly
chronological survey of Spanish history from the Visigoths to the present. Who were the first “Spaniards”? Is
Spain a fully Western country? Was Spanish liberalism a failure? Examining Spain’s unique role in the
larger history of Western Europe, Payne reinterprets key aspects of the country’s history.

    Topics include Muslim culture in the peninsula, the Spanish monarchy, the empire, and the relationship
between Spain and Portugal. Turning to the twentieth century, Payne discusses the Second Republic and the
Spanish Civil War. The book’s final chapters focus on the Franco regime, the nature of Spanish fascism, and
the special role of the military. Analyzing the figure of Franco himself, Payne seeks to explain why some
Spaniards still regard him with respect, while many others view the late dictator with profound loathing.

    Framed by reflections on the author’s own formation as a Hispanist and his evaluation of the controversy
about “historical memory” in contemporary Spain, this volume offers deeply informed insights into both the
history and the historiography of a unique country.

A Choice Outstanding Academic Book
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Kelly:

The book Spain: A Unique History can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So
why must we leave a very important thing like a book Spain: A Unique History? A few of you have a
different opinion about reserve. But one aim that book can give many info for us. It is absolutely suitable.
Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, it is
possible to give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Spain: A Unique History has simple shape
but the truth is know: it has great and massive function for you. You can search the enormous world by open
and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Jodie Kahl:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This
reading behavior give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the
information inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based
on what kind of book you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you
want truly feel happy read one with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the Spain: A
Unique History is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Gary Johnson:

Why? Because this Spain: A Unique History is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting
for you to snap the item but latter it will distress you with the secret that inside. Reading this book alongside
it was fantastic author who have write the book in such awesome way makes the content within easier to
understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of gains
than the other book include such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking way. So , still want
to hold off having that book? If I have been you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Janice Evans:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its cover may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside seem
likes. Maybe you answer could be Spain: A Unique History why because the great cover that make you
consider about the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or cover.
Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.
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