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A major biography of arguably New Zealand's greatest moder n political leader As Norman Kirk's body
lay in state near the steps of Parliament on the day after his death on 31 August 1974, a kaumatua wailed 'the
mighty totara has fallen'. The lament reflected what many New Zealanders felt about this big, commanding
and loved leader, dead at just 51. More than 30,000 people filed past Kirk's casket over two days, and again
in Christchurch, in acommemoration that matched only Michael Joseph Savage's for emotional power. Both
men died in office, both men were humanitarians. Kirk also worked to move the Labour Party away from its
cloth-cap heritage to embrace a much broader electoral compass, for it to become, in his words, 'the natural
party of New Zealand'. Prime Minister of New Zealand between November 1972 and August 1974, Kirk's
childhood was blighted with poverty, yet he thrived. He moved into a succession of manual trades, before
booming into local body politics. His political rise was rapid, from mayor of Kaigpoi at the age of 30 to
leader of the Labour Party within afew years. This book examines Kirk's political leadership; his successes,
especially his stunning performances on the international stage, but also his later difficulties when the
country's economy was rocked by international oil shocks. He deferred the 1973 Springbok tour and sent
warships into the French nuclear testing zone near Mururoa Atoll, his government set up ohu and the
established the DPB. He was New Zealand's first truly regionalist Prime Minister, drawing New Zealand
closer to Asiaand the Pecific, as the tiesto 'mother Britain' slowly loosened. Thislandmark book takes the
full measure of the remarkable New Zealander who was our last working-class Prime Minister.
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From reader reviews:
Gustavo Cyr:

Thisbook untitled The Mighty Totara: The Life and Times of Norman Kirk to be one of several books that
will best seller in thisyear, honestly, that is because when you read this reserve you can get alot of benefit
upon it. You will easily to buy thiskind of book in the book retailer or you can order it by way of online. The
publisher of this book sellsthe e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, since you can read
this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason for your reguirements to past this guide from your list.

AndreRosier:

The publication with title The Mighty Totara: The Life and Times of Norman Kirk contains alot of
information that you can study it. Y ou can get alot of profit after read this book. That book exist new
knowledge the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world now. That is
important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you with
new era of the the positive effect. Y ou can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the idea
anywhere you want.

James Murray:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book but additionally novel and The Mighty Totara: The Life and Times of
Norman Kirk as well as others sources were given information for you. After you know how the great a
book, you fedl would like to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or students
especially. Those publications are helping them to increase their knowledge. In other case, beside science
guide, any other book likes The Mighty Totara: The Life and Times of Norman Kirk to make your spare time
considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Joseph Bateman:

As a college student exactly feel bored to be ableto reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the
library or make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart
and soul or real their leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library.
They go to at thistime there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important,
boring and also can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important
for you personally. Aswe know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise
word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this The Mighty Totara: The Life and Times of
Norman Kirk can make you sense more interested to read.
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