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In the North Arm of British Columbia’s Fraser River lies an uninhabited island. In the midst of major
industry and shipping, it is central to the waterfront of British Columbia’s original capital of New
Westminster passed by daily by thousands of SkyTrain commuters. Poplar Island is lush and unspoken, but
storied. It is the traditional territory of the Qayqayt First Nation. Made into property, a parcel of land
belonging to the “New Westminster and Brownsville Indians,” this is the location of one of British
Columbia’s first “Indian Reserves.”

This is also a place where Indigenous smallpox victims from the south coast were forced into quarantine,
substandard care and buried. As people were decimated the land was taken and exchanged between levels of
government. The trees were clear-cut for industry, beginning with shipbuilding during the First World War.
The island still serves as booming anchorage for local sawmills.

From the Poplars is the poetic outcome of archival research, and of listening to the land and the stories of a
place. It is a meditation on an unmarked, twenty-seven and a half acres of land held as government property:
a monument to colonial plunder on the waterfront of a city, like many cities, built upon erasures. From an
emplaced poet and resident of New Westminster, this text contributes to present narratives on
decolonization. It is an honouring of river and riparian density, and a witness to resilience, tempering a
silence that inevitably will be heard.
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Cecily Nicholson is a writer, curator, and community worker in the impoverished and inspiring Downtown
Eastside of Vancouver.
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From reader reviews:

Todd Quesinberry:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this From the Poplars publication written by well-
known writer whose to say well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who have read the
book. Written in good manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own
personal hunger then you still doubt From the Poplars as good book not merely by the cover but also from
the content. This is one e-book that can break don't evaluate book by its include, so do you still needing one
more sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already alerted you so
why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Alan Dougherty:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This kind of From the Poplars can give you a lot of good friends
because by you taking a look at this one book you have point that they don't and make you actually more like
an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you
information that maybe your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than some other make you to be great
persons. So , why hesitate? We should have From the Poplars.

Shane Ward:

A lot of publication has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by world wide web on social
media. You can choose the most beneficial book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever through
searching from it. It is known as of book From the Poplars. You can add your knowledge by it. Without
causing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most
essential that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.

John Lee:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt that when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose the book From the Poplars to make your current reading is
interesting. Your own skill of reading expertise is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose
simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the sensation about book and examining especially. It
is to be 1st opinion for you to like to start a book and go through it. Beside that the guide From the Poplars
can to be your new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of
their time.
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