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Kansas City Lightning: The Rise and Times of Charlie Parker is the first installment in the long-awaited
portrait of one of the most talented and influential musicians of the twentieth century, from Stanley Crouch,
one of the foremost authorities on jazz and culture in America.

Throughout his life, Charlie Parker personified the tortured American artist: a revolutionary performer who
used his alto saxophone to create a new music known as bebop even as he wrestled with a drug addiction that
would lead to his death at the age of thirty-four.

Drawing on interviews with peers, collaborators, and family members, Kansas City Lightning recreates
Parker’s Depression-era childhood; his early days navigating the Kansas City nightlife, inspired by lions like
Lester Young and Count Basie; and on to New York, where he began to transcend the music he had
mastered. Crouch reveals an ambitious young man torn between music and drugs, between his domineering
mother and his impressionable young wife, whose teenage romance with Charlie lies at the bittersweet heart
of this story.

With the wisdom of a jazz scholar, the cultural insights of an acclaimed social critic, and the narrative skill of
a literary novelist, Stanley Crouch illuminates this American master as never before.
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From reader reviews:

Benny Joiner:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or even goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time to read a book. These are reading whatever they
acquire because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who don't like examining a book?
Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult problem or maybe exercise. Well, probably
you will want this Kansas City Lightning.

Barbara Baker:

Why? Because this Kansas City Lightning is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for
you to snap it but latter it will surprise you with the secret this inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was
fantastic author who else write the book in such remarkable way makes the content on the inside easier to
understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of advantages
than the other book have such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking method. So , still
want to hesitate having that book? If I were being you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Mamie Esters:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Kansas City Lightning the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that
maybe unfamiliar for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a e-book then
become one type conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get previous to. The Kansas City
Lightning giving you an additional experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you
useful info for your better life in this particular era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern at this
point is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning an
activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Sarah Lopez:

A lot of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a book. They are directly felt it when they get a
half elements of the book. You can choose often the book Kansas City Lightning to make your personal
reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading expertise is developing when you just like reading. Try
to choose basic book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the impression about book and looking at
especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to start a book and learn it. Beside that the publication
Kansas City Lightning can to be your new friend when you're feel alone and confuse in doing what must
you're doing of their time.
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