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Initially tasked with combatting the threat of Irish republican terrorists in the reign of Queen Victoria, the
Metropolitan Police Special Branch went on to play a major role in the defence of the realm for over 120
years. Over time, 'the Branch', as it came to be known, assumed a much wider role, and was held responsible
for monitoring the activities of anarchists, Bolsheviks and even the suffragettes. Later, it became the
executive arm of MI5 in dealing with espionage cases, as (much to their frustration) the Security Service had
no power to arrest potential spies. As the war against terrorism became more intense in the latter half of the
twentieth century, Special Branch worked closely with the Anti- Terrorist Branch in tackling this new threat.
Packed with accounts of extraordinary missions, life-saving acts of bravery and high-risk intelligence-
gathering, Special Branch offers the first complete history of this unique, but now defunct, service, which
was subsumed into the Counter-Terrorism Command of the Metropolitan Police in 2006. Special Branch
veterans Ray Wilson and Ian Adams have brought this long and distinguished history to life with the help of
recollections from former colleagues, as well as their own experiences of life in the Branch. In doing so, they
have also illuminated the underlying friction marring its relations with the Security Service - without doubt a
factor in its eventual demise.
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From reader reviews:

Jocelyn Welch:

The book Special Branch: A History: 1883-2006 gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You
need to use to make your capable far more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting
pressure or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading through a book Special Branch:
A History: 1883-2006 being your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your capable, increase
your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like open up and
read a reserve Special Branch: A History: 1883-2006. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book
or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Daniel McCullough:

This Special Branch: A History: 1883-2006 book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your
hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is actually information inside this e-book incredible
fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This particular
Special Branch: A History: 1883-2006 without we realize teach the one who looking at it become critical in
contemplating and analyzing. Don't always be worry Special Branch: A History: 1883-2006 can bring once
you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it with your
lovely laptop even telephone. This Special Branch: A History: 1883-2006 having fine arrangement in word
as well as layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Paul Hardy:

You are able to spend your free time to study this book this guide. This Special Branch: A History: 1883-
2006 is simple to deliver you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not
get much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you
quicker to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when one buys this book.

Clarence Williams:

Is it anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Special Branch: A History: 1883-2006
can be the response, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are so out of date, spending your free time
by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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