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The fortunes of the late nineteenth century’s imperial and industrial powers depended on a single raw
material—rubber—with only one source: the Amazon basin. And so began the scramble for the Amazon—a
decades-long conflict that found Britain, France, Belgium, and the United States fighting with and against
the new nations of Peru, Bolivia, and Brazil for the forest’s riches. In the midst of this struggle, Euclides da
Cunha, engineer, journalist, geographer, political theorist, and one of Brazil’s most celebrated writers, led a
survey expedition to the farthest reaches of the river, among the world’s most valuable, dangerous, and little-
known landscapes.

 

The Scramble for the Amazon tells the story of da Cunha’s terrifying journey, the unfinished novel born from
it, and the global strife that formed the backdrop for both. Haunted by his broken marriage, da Cunha trekked
through a beautiful region thrown into chaos by guerrilla warfare, starving migrants, and native slavery. All
the while, he worked on his masterpiece, a nationalist synthesis of geography, philosophy, biology, and
journalism he named the Lost Paradise. Da Cunha intended his epic to unveil the Amazon’s explorers, spies,
natives, and brutal geopolitics, but, as Susanna B. Hecht recounts, he never completed it—his wife’s lover
shot him dead upon his return.

 

At once the biography of an extraordinary writer, a masterly chronicle of the social, political, and
environmental history of the Amazon, and a superb translation of the remaining pieces of da Cunha’s project,
The Scramble for the Amazon is a work of thrilling intellectual ambition.
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From reader reviews:

Viola Coghlan:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you
have free time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They must answer that question
simply because just their can do which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes,
it is suitable. Because start from on guardería until university need this specific The Scramble for the
Amazon and the "Lost Paradise" of Euclides da Cunha to read.

David McGowan:

This The Scramble for the Amazon and the "Lost Paradise" of Euclides da Cunha are generally reliable for
you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason of this The Scramble for the Amazon
and the "Lost Paradise" of Euclides da Cunha can be one of many great books you must have is usually
giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you with information that maybe will shock your
prior knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your
conditions both in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this The Scramble for the Amazon and the "Lost
Paradise" of Euclides da Cunha forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary,
giving you trial run of critical thinking that could it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and luxuriate
in reading.

John Barstow:

The Scramble for the Amazon and the "Lost Paradise" of Euclides da Cunha can be one of your nice books
that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that
may increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the
information. The copy writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into joy arrangement in writing
The Scramble for the Amazon and the "Lost Paradise" of Euclides da Cunha but doesn't forget the main
position, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource information that maybe you can be
one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into brand new stage of crucial imagining.

Jessica Palmer:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our know-how for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year has been
exactly added. This guide The Scramble for the Amazon and the "Lost Paradise" of Euclides da Cunha was
filled with regards to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has different feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit
from a book, you can feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book



that you just wanted.
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