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In this daring study of queer life and the public sphere, Eric O. Clarke examines the effects of inclusion
within public culture. Departing from studies that emphasize homophobia and its mechanisms of exclusion,
Virtuous Vice details how mainstream efforts to represent queers affirmatively continually fall short of full
democratic enfranchisement. Clarke draws on contemporary writings along with late-eighteenth- and
nineteenth-century English and European cultural history to investigate how concepts of value,
representation, and homoeroticism have interacted and circulated in the West since the Enlightenment.
Examining the role of eroticism in citizenship and why only normalizing
constructions of homosexuality enable inclusion, Clarke reconsiders the work of Habermas and Foucault in
relation to contemporary visibility politics, Kant’s moral and political theory, Marx’s analysis of value, and
the sexualized dynamics of the Victorian cultural public sphere. The juxtaposition of Habermas with
Foucault reveals the surprising value of reading the former in the context of queer politics and the usefulness
of the theory of the public sphere for understanding contemporary identity politics and the visibility politics
of the 1990s. Examining how a host of nonsexual factors impinge historically upon the constitution of sexual
identities and practices, Clarke negotiates the relation between questions of publicity and categories of value.
Discussions of television sitcoms (such as Ellen), marketing techniques, authenticity, and literary culture add
to this daring analysis of visibility politics.
As a critique of the claim that equal representation of gays and lesbians necessarily constitutes progress, this
significant intervention into social theory will find enthusiastic readers in the fields of Victorian, cultural,
literary, and gay and lesbian studies, as well as other fields engaged with categories of identity.
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From reader reviews:

Dione Wicker:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to understand everything in the world. Each guide has different aim as well as goal; it means that
guide has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They may
be reading whatever they consider because their hobby is definitely reading a book. What about the person
who don't like reading through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found
difficult problem as well as exercise. Well, probably you should have this Virtuous Vice: Homoeroticism and
the Public Sphere (Series Q).

Catherine Stevenson:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
routine give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information
inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of
reserve you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want experience
happy read one using theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the Virtuous Vice:
Homoeroticism and the Public Sphere (Series Q) is kind of guide which is giving the reader erratic
experience.

Robert Spann:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you
want to attempt look for book, may be the e-book untitled Virtuous Vice: Homoeroticism and the Public
Sphere (Series Q) can be very good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Dianna Chrisman:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get lot of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not just a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity have you got
when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading guides. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the actual book you have read will be
Virtuous Vice: Homoeroticism and the Public Sphere (Series Q).
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