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While Adolf Hitler’s National Socialist government was persecuting Jews and Jehovah’s Witnesses and
driving forty-two small German religious sects underground, the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
continued to practice unhindered. How some fourteen thousand Mormons not only survived but thrived in
Nazi Germany is a story little known, rarely told, and occasionally rewritten within the confines of the
Church’s history—for good reason, as we see in David Conley Nelson’s Moroni and the Swastika. A page-
turning historical narrative, this book is the first full account of how Mormons avoided Nazi persecution
through skilled collaboration with Hitler’s regime, and then eschewed postwar shame by constructing an
alternative history of wartime suffering and resistance.

The Twelfth Article of Faith and parts of the 134th Section of the Doctrine and Covenants function as
Mormonism’s equivalent of the biblical admonition to “render unto Caesar,” a charge to cooperate with civil
government, no matter how onerous doing so may be. Resurrecting this often-violated doctrinal edict,
ecclesiastical leaders at the time developed a strategy that protected Mormons within Nazi Germany.
Furthermore, as Nelson shows, many Mormon officials strove to fit into the Third Reich by exploiting
commonalities with the Nazi state. German Mormons emphasized a mutual interest in genealogy and a
passion for sports. They sent husbands into the Wehrmacht and sons into the Hitler Youth, and they prayed
for a German victory when the war began. They also purged Jewish references from hymnals, lesson plans,
and liturgical practices. One American mission president even wrote an article for the official Nazi Party
newspaper, extolling parallels between Utah Mormon and German Nazi society. Nelson documents this
collaboration, as well as subsequent efforts to suppress it by fashioning a new collective memory of ordinary
German Mormons’ courage and travails during the war.

Recovering this inconvenient past, Moroni and the Swastika restores a complex and difficult chapter to the
history of Nazi Germany and the Mormon Church in the twentieth century—and offers new insight into the
construction of historical truth.
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From reader reviews:

Benita Eldridge:

Precisely why? Because this Moroni and the Swastika: Mormons in Nazi Germany is an unordinary book
that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap this but latter it will shock you with the secret it inside.
Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such amazing way makes the
content within easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is
good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give
you a lot of gains than the other book include such as help improving your proficiency and your critical
thinking technique. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I were you I will go to the publication
store hurriedly.

Victor Banister:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer might be Moroni and the Swastika: Mormons in Nazi Germany why
because the wonderful cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you. The
inside or content is fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make
suggestions to pick up this book.

Eldon Hall:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Moroni and the Swastika: Mormons in Nazi
Germany was bright colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Moroni and the
Swastika: Mormons in Nazi Germany has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until teens. For example
Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. So , not at all of
book tend to be make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best
book for yourself and try to like reading this.

Joseph Southard:

Some people said that they feel fed up when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt this when they get
a half elements of the book. You can choose the particular book Moroni and the Swastika: Mormons in Nazi
Germany to make your reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading talent is developing when you
including reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the opinion about book
and examining especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open a book and study it. Beside that the
reserve Moroni and the Swastika: Mormons in Nazi Germany can to be a newly purchased friend when
you're sense alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of these time.
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