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We commonly think of marriage as a private matter between two people, a personal expression of love and
commitment. In this pioneering history, Nancy F. Cott demonstrates that marriage is and always has been a
public institution.

From the founding of the United States to the present day, imperatives about the necessity of marriage and its
proper form have been deeply embedded in national policy, law, and political rhetoric. Legislators and
judges have envisioned and enforced their preferred model of consensual, lifelong monogamy--a model
derived from Christian tenets and the English common law that posits the husband as provider and the wife
as dependent.In early confrontations with Native Americans, emancipated slaves, Mormon polygamists, and
immigrant spouses, through the invention of the New Deal, federal income tax, and welfare programs, the
federal government consistently influenced the shape of marriages. And even the immense social and legal
changes of the last third of the twentieth century have not unraveled official reliance on marriage as a "pillar
of the state."

By excluding some kinds of marriages and encouraging others, marital policies have helped to sculpt the
nation's citizenry, as well as its moral and social standards, and have directly affected national
understandings of gender roles and racial difference. Public Vows is a panoramic view of marriage's political
history, revealing the national government's profound role in our most private of choices. No one who reads
this book will think of marriage in the same way again.
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From reader reviews:

Vanesa Thomas:

What do you think about book? It is just for students as they are still students or the idea for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has distinct
personality and hobby per other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't desire do that.
You must know how great as well as important the book Public Vows. All type of book is it possible to see
on many resources. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Ida Green:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also get a life style. This reading practice give you lot of
advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book that
improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of guide you read, if
you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want sense happy read one using
theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the Public Vows is kind of reserve which is
giving the reader unstable experience.

Alberta Keyes:

The reserve untitled Public Vows is the book that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of
the reserve content that will be shown to an individual. The language that creator use to explained their way
of doing something is easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of investigation when write the
book, to ensure the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of
Public Vows from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Charles Moreno:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
in the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill
your personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try out
look for book, may be the reserve untitled Public Vows can be very good book to read. May be it can be best
activity to you.
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