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In this study of Victorian jewels and their representation, Jean Arnold explores the role material objects play
in the cultural cohesion of the West. Diamonds and other gems, Arnold argues, symbolized the most closely
held beliefs of the Victorians and thus can be considered "prisms of culture." Mined in the far reaches of the
empire, they traversed geographical space and cultural boundaries, representing monetary value and evoking
empire, class lineage, class membership, gender relations, and aesthetics. Arnold analyzes the many roles
material objects fill in Western culture and surveys the cross-cultural history of the Victorian diamond,
uncovering how this object became both preeminent and representative of Victorian values. Her close
readings of Wilkie Collins's The Moonstone, George Eliot's Middlemarch, William Makepeace Thackeray's
The Great Hoggarty Diamond, and Anthony Trollope's The Eustace Diamonds show gendered, aesthetic,
economic, fetishistic, colonial, legal, and culturally symbolic interpretations of jewelry as they are enacted
through narrative. Taken together, these divergent interpretations offer a holistic view of a material culture's
affective attachment to objects. As the assigned meanings of jewels turn them into symbols of power,
personal relationships, and valued ideas, human interactions with gems elicit emotional responses that bind
the materialist culture together.
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From reader reviews:

Latosha Page:

This Victorian Jewelry, Identity, and the Novel: Prisms of Culture are reliable for you who want to be a
successful person, why. The explanation of this Victorian Jewelry, Identity, and the Novel: Prisms of Culture
can be one of the great books you must have is giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you
with information that perhaps will shock your prior knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it all
over the place and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed types. Beside that this Victorian Jewelry,
Identity, and the Novel: Prisms of Culture forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich
vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it
appreciate reading.

Lisa Langlais:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Try to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its cover may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be Victorian Jewelry, Identity, and the Novel: Prisms of
Culture why because the great cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you
actually. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense
will directly direct you to pick up this book.

David Stokes:

Beside this kind of Victorian Jewelry, Identity, and the Novel: Prisms of Culture in your phone, it can give
you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you may got here
is fresh in the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow small town. It is good
thing to have Victorian Jewelry, Identity, and the Novel: Prisms of Culture because this book offers to you
personally readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you rarely get what it's interesting
features of. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable agreement
here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the item? Find
this book as well as read it from today!

Roy Stoudt:

Reserve is one of source of expertise. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen need book to know the up-date information of year for you to year. As we know
those guides have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
By the book Victorian Jewelry, Identity, and the Novel: Prisms of Culture we can take more advantage.
Don't you to be creative people? To get creative person must love to read a book. Just simply choose the best
book that suited with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with this book Victorian Jewelry, Identity,



and the Novel: Prisms of Culture. You can more attractive than now.
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