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In the hundred years that led up to expulsion in 1492, hundreds of thousands of Spanish Jews converted
publically - but not privately - to Christianity. They left some clues to their compelling and dangerous secret
lives, revealed through personal artifacts. This book examines one such artifact - the brilliant 15th-century
Vizcaya carpet that has bedazzled experts and visitors alike. It becomes clear through this original study of
the private lives of the noble family who commissioned the carpet, as well as the weavers who wove it, that
neither group were Christians. They were secret Jews, also known as conversos. The symbols in the carpet -
with their hidden messages of Judaism and Kabbalah - are analyzed in the book, along with their alternative
meanings in medieval Christian and Islamic culture. Jewish Symbols and Secrets also traces the history of
the Star of David in Judaism, from Biblical times to 1600 C.E. The hitherto neglected role of textiles in
Jewish culture is uncovered, as is the ancient history of the Sephardi weavers of Spain and the
Mediterranean, from Biblical to Islamic times. Further insights are gained in the oft-debated question as to
the total number of Jews who converted to Christianity. In understanding the worlds and the guarded secret
lives of the people who came together to create this carpet, we now see it as an extraordinary and beautifully
encoded statement of Jewish faith and survival. *** "...Felton's book presents a fascinating portrayal of the
mysterious world of the conversos. He provides the historical background for the Jewish situation in 15th
century Spain and also discusses the centrality of weaving in Murcia, Spain...He considers the role played by
carpets in Jewish life and chronicles the work of Jewish weavers in Spain and North Africa.....This is a
carefully researched work which examines intriguing questions in an accessible and thought-provoking
manner." AJL Reviews, November/December 2012
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From reader reviews:

Della Bailey:

The particular book Jewish Symbols and Secrets: A Fifteenth-Century Spanish Carpet has a lot details on it.
So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was written by the very famous
author. This articles author makes some research previous to write this book. This kind of book very easy to
read you can obtain the point easily after perusing this book.

Phillip Permenter:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try point that really opposite from
that. 1 activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Jewish Symbols and Secrets: A
Fifteenth-Century Spanish Carpet, you may enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still wish to miss
it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on
its identified as reading friends.

James Matter:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its protect may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside look
likes. Maybe you answer could be Jewish Symbols and Secrets: A Fifteenth-Century Spanish Carpet why
because the fantastic cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint an
individual. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly
guide you to pick up this book.

Bonnie Howe:

This Jewish Symbols and Secrets: A Fifteenth-Century Spanish Carpet is great book for you because the
content that is full of information for you who always deal with world and have to make decision every
minute. That book reveal it info accurately using great coordinate word or we can state no rambling
sentences in it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only provides
straight forward sentences but difficult core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Jewish
Symbols and Secrets: A Fifteenth-Century Spanish Carpet in your hand like keeping the world in your arm,
facts in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no publication that offer you world with ten or fifteen
tiny right but this publication already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs.
occupied do you still doubt in which?
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