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Marcel Duchamp, by Paris-based curator and art critic Caroline Cros, is a new account of one of the most
important cultural figures of modern times. Drawing on the artist’s correspondence and interviews, she
details Duchamp’s life-long belief in chance and coincidence, and how that led him to let his life take its own
course, constantly travelling, meeting new people and embracing new experiences. The author shows how
Duchamp’s lifestyle never allowed him to follow a conventional artistic career, and also how the artist’s
constant search for the random in life is strongly echoed in the art that he created.
The book explores work such as the 'Readymades', the Grand Verre and Etant-Donnés, explaining the
creative processes behind them, the way they have been interpreted and sometimes misunderstood by his
friends and the public, and also how some artists such as Rauschenberg and Jasper Johns immediately
understood the importance of the work.
Just as significantly, the book examines Duchamp’s life after he stopped making art, which was remarkably
early considering his reputation. Cros describes how he became involved in a wide range of activities,
including historical exhibitions, chess games, museums, foundations, salons, and publications, and in
friendships and correspondence with the most influential artists, critics, collectors, and writers of his time.
After 1915 Duchamp divided his time between Paris and New York, and this allowed him to establish strong
relationships and become widely known in the USA. As a consequence he played an important role in the
evolution of American art.
Thematic as well as chronological, this original and concise critical study will interest the wide general
audience for Duchamp, as well as scholars and specialists in the field.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Long:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. These are reading whatever
they have because their hobby is actually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like reading through
a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book once they found difficult problem or maybe exercise.
Well, probably you'll have this Marcel Duchamp (Critical Lives).

William Painter:

Book is usually written, printed, or created for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A publication Marcel Duchamp (Critical
Lives) will make you to become smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about almost
everything. But some of you think that open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is far from
make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or acceptable book with
you?

Rosemary Taylor:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family,
or their own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your
current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the book untitled Marcel Duchamp (Critical Lives) can be very good book to
read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Pearl Norris:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may doesn't work
at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer can be Marcel Duchamp (Critical Lives) why because the excellent cover that
make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is fantastic
as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.
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