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In premodern Germany, both the emerging centralized government and the powerful Catholic Church
redefined gender roles for their own ends. Ulrike Strasser's interdisciplinary study of Catholic state-building
examines this history from the vantage point of the virginal female body. Focusing on Bavaria, Germany's
first absolutist state, Strasser recounts how state authorities forced chastity upon lower-class women to
demarcate legitimate forms of sexuality and maintain class hierarchies. At the same time, they cloistered
groups of upper-class women to harness the spiritual authority associated with holy virgins to the political
authority of the state. The state finally recruited upper-class virgins as teachers who could school girls in the
gender-specific morals and type of citizenship favored by authorities.

Challenging Weberian concepts that link modernization to Protestantism, Strasser's study illustrates the
modernizing power of Catholicism through an examination of virginity's central role in politics, culture, and
society. Weaving together the stories of marriage and convent, of lay as well as religious women, State of
Virginity makes important contributions to the historical study of sexuality and the growing feminist
literature on the state. It will be of particular interest to students and scholars of political and religious
history, women's studies, and social history.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Rohan:

Book is usually written, printed, or created for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A e-book State of Virginity: Gender,
Religion, and Politics in an Early Modern Catholic State (Social History, Popular Culture, and Politics in
Germany) will make you to become smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about
every thing. But some of you think this open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It isn't make you
fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or acceptable book with you?

James Boyett:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the subject State of
Virginity: Gender, Religion, and Politics in an Early Modern Catholic State (Social History, Popular Culture,
and Politics in Germany) suitable to you? Typically the book was written by popular writer in this era.
Typically the book untitled State of Virginity: Gender, Religion, and Politics in an Early Modern Catholic
State (Social History, Popular Culture, and Politics in Germany)is a single of several books which everyone
read now. This specific book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this publication you
will enter the new shape that you ever know before. The author explained their thought in the simple way,
therefore all of people can easily to know the core of this e-book. This book will give you a great deal of
information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world with this book.

Robert Rooks:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to learn a book. When you
go through a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what
forms of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your study, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel,
comics, and also soon. The State of Virginity: Gender, Religion, and Politics in an Early Modern Catholic
State (Social History, Popular Culture, and Politics in Germany) will give you new experience in reading
through a book.

Judy Yelle:

Beside this kind of State of Virginity: Gender, Religion, and Politics in an Early Modern Catholic State
(Social History, Popular Culture, and Politics in Germany) in your phone, it can give you a way to get nearer
to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from the oven so
don't be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have State of
Virginity: Gender, Religion, and Politics in an Early Modern Catholic State (Social History, Popular Culture,



and Politics in Germany) because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you at
times have book but you do not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if
you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful
island. Use you still want to miss the item? Find this book along with read it from currently!
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