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Based on a careful analysis of the earliest Christian documents and recent archaeological discoveries, The
Jesus Dynasty offers a bold new interpretation of the life of Jesus and the origins of Christianity. The story is
surprising, controversial, and exciting as only a long-lost history can be when it is at last recovered.

In The Jesus Dynasty, biblical scholar James Tabor brings us closer than ever to the historical Jesus. Jesus, as
we know, was the son of Mary, a young woman who became pregnant before her marriage to a man named
Joseph. The gospels tell us that Jesus had four brothers and two sisters, all of whom probably had a different
father than his. He joined a messianic movement begun by his relative John the Baptizer, whom he regarded
as his teacher and a great prophet. John and Jesus together filled the roles of the Two Messiahs who were
expected at the time: John, as a priestly descendant of Aaron, and Jesus, as a royal descendant of David.
Together they preached the coming of the Kingdom of God. Theirs was an apocalyptic movement that
expected God to establish his kingdom on earth, as described by the Prophets. The Two Messiahs lived in a
time of turmoil as the historical land of Israel was dominated by the powerful Roman Empire. Fierce Jewish
rebellions against Rome occurred during Jesus' lifetime.

John and Jesus preached adherence to the Torah, or the Jewish Law. But their mission was changed
dramatically when John was arrested and then killed. After a period of uncertainty, Jesus began preaching
anew in Galilee and challenged the Roman authorities and their Jewish collaborators in Jerusalem. He
appointed a Council of Twelve to rule over the twelve tribes of Israel, and among the Twelve he included his
four brothers. After Jesus was crucified by the Romans, his brother James -- the "Beloved Disciple" -- took
over leadership of the Jesus dynasty.

James, like John and Jesus before him, saw himself as a faithful Jew. None of them believed that their
movement was a new religion. It was Paul who transformed Jesus and his message through his ministry to
the Gentiles. Breaking with James and the followers of Jesus in Jerusalem, Paul preached a message based
on his own revelations, which would become Christianity. Jesus became a figure whose humanity was
obscured; John became merely a forerunner of Jesus; and James and the others were all but forgotten.

James Tabor has studied the earliest surviving documents of Christianity for more than thirty years and has
participated in important archaeological excavations in Israel. Drawing on this background, Tabor
reconstructs for us the movement that sought the spiritual, social, and political redemption of the Jews, a
movement led by one family. The Jesus Dynasty offers an alternative version of Christian origins, one that
takes us closer than ever to Jesus and his family and followers.

This is a book that will change our understanding of one of the most crucial moments in history.
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From reader reviews:

Ellis Cook:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV the entire day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh, do you
consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Jesus Dynasty: The Hidden
History of Jesus, His Royal Family, and the Birth of Christianity which is getting the e-book version. So , try
out this book? Let's find.

James Hall:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our understanding for everything. By a book we can know
everything we want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This publication The Jesus Dynasty: The Hidden History of Jesus, His Royal Family,
and the Birth of Christianity was filled about science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your
scientific research competence. Some people has various feel when they reading the book. If you know how
big advantage of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like today, many ways to
get book that you wanted.

Eddie Barber:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This book The Jesus Dynasty: The Hidden History of Jesus, His
Royal Family, and the Birth of Christianity was vibrant and of course has pictures on the website. As we
know that book The Jesus Dynasty: The Hidden History of Jesus, His Royal Family, and the Birth of
Christianity has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Detective
Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book usually are make you
bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to
like reading that.

Jamie Durbin:

Book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but also native
or citizen want book to know the up-date information of year to year. As we know those textbooks have
many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. With the book
The Jesus Dynasty: The Hidden History of Jesus, His Royal Family, and the Birth of Christianity we can
have more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To be creative person must love to read a book. Just
simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this
time book The Jesus Dynasty: The Hidden History of Jesus, His Royal Family, and the Birth of Christianity.
You can more appealing than now.
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