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Ludwig van Beethoven lay dying in 1827, ayoung musician named Ferdinand Hiller came to pay his
respects to the great composer. In those days, it was customary to snip alock of hair as a keepsake, and this
Hiller did a day after Beethoven's death. By the time he was buried, Beethoven's head had been nearly shorn
by the many people who similarly had wanted a lasting memento of the great man. Such was his powerful
effect on all those who had heard his music.

For a century, the lock of hair was atreasured Hiller family relic, and perhaps was destined to end up
sequestered in a bank vault, until it somehow found its way to the town of Gillelgje, in Nazi-occupied
Denmark, during the darkest days of the Second World War. There, it was given to alocal doctor, Kay
Fremming, who was deeply involved in the effort to help save hundreds of hunted and frightened Jews. Who
gave him the hair, and why? And what was the fate of those refugees, holed up in the attic of Gillelgje's
church?

After Fremming's death, his daughter assumed ownership of the lock, and eventually consigned it for sale at
Sotheby's, where two American Beethoven enthusiasts, Ira Brilliant and Che Guevara, purchased it in 1994.
Subsequently, they and others instituted a series of complex forensic testsin the hope of finding the probable
causes of the composer's chronically bad health, his deafness, and the final demise that Ferdinand Hiller had
witnessed all those years ago. The results, reveaed for the first time here, are startling, and are the most
compelling explanation yet offered for why one of the foremost musicians the world has ever known was
forced to spend much of hislifein silence.

In Beethoven's Hair, Russell Martin has created arich historical treasure hunt, an Indiana Jones-like tale of
false leads, amazing breakthroughs, and incredible revelations. This unique and fascinating book is a moving
testament to the power of music, the lure of relics, the heroism of the Resistance movement, and the
brilliance of molecular science.

An astonishing tale of one lock of hair and its amazing travels--from nineteenth-century Viennato twenty-
first-century America.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:
Diana Sturgill:

Reading a publication can be one of alot of task that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
so. There are alot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you alot of new info. When
you read areserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to imagine the story how
the figures do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others. When you read this Beethoven's
Hair: An Extraordinary Historical Odyssey and a Scientific Mystery Solved, you may tells your family,
friends along with soon about yours reserve. Y our knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a
guide.

Scott Croft:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Beethoven's Hair: An Extraordinary
Historical Odyssey and a Scientific Mystery Solved publication written by well-known writer who really
knows well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written inside
good manner for you, dripping every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you
still uncertainty Beethoven's Hair: An Extraordinary Historical Odyssey and a Scientific Mystery Solved as
good book not just by the cover but also by content. Thisis one book that can break don't evaluate book by
its cover, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense
already aerted you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Marilyn Leonard:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This particular Beethoven's Hair: An Extraordinary
Historical Odyssey and a Scientific Mystery Solved can give you alot of pals because by you investigating
this one book you have factor that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This book can be
one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't
know, by knowing more than some other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let me have
Beethoven's Hair: An Extraordinary Historical Odyssey and a Scientific Mystery Solved.

Phyllis Thompson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got college students? We believe that that
question was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And
also you know that little person such as reading or as reading become their hobby. Y ou need to know that
reading is very important and also book as to be the factor. Book isimportant thing to add you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to something by book.



A substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is actually
Beethoven's Hair: An Extraordinary Historical Odyssey and a Scientific Mystery Solved.
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