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Part biography, part art history -- a thoroughly engaging look at one man’s life and his phenomenal influence
on the world of contemporary art.

Bill Reid was at the forefront of the modern-day renaissance of Northwest Coast Native art; but his art, and
his life, was not without controversy. Like the raven -- the trickster and principal figure in countless Haida
myths -- Bill Reid reinvented himself several times over. Born to a partly Haida mother and a father of
German and Scottish descent, his public persona as a Haida Indian seems to have been as much a product of
journalists, art patrons, museum curators and others in the non-Native establishment as of Bill Reid himself.
It is clear that Reid’s art arose from the tension that existed between his Native and white artistic perceptions.

Award-winning biographer and cultural historian Maria Tippett became intrigued by this enigmatic figure
who referred to his own early works as “artefakes,” yet to this day continues to inspire new generations of
Northwest Coast artists, including Robert Davidson and Jim Hart. But she questions whether Reid’s status as
the architect of contemporary Native art is fair and accurate, given that artists such as Mungo Martin had
been keeping the tradition alive since the beginning of the twentieth century. Most controversially, she
explores how Reid brought a sensibility formed through his white heritage to the reinvention of Native art.

By asking difficult questions about Reid’s life and work, and by analyzing the works of other Native artists
since the beginning of the twentieth century, Tippet gives the reader the defining portrait of Bill Reid -- one
of Canada’s most enigmatic and beloved artists.

Bill Reid’s work can be found in private and public art galleries and museums all over the world. The
Museum of Anthropology at the University of British Columbia houses the famous The Raven and The First
Men and many smaller masterworks. The Spirit of Haida Gwaii, a monumental bronze sculpture over four
metres high, is on display at the Canadian Embassy in Washington, D.C. The British Museum, the Musée de
l’Homme in Paris and the Canadian Museum of Civilization in Ottawa also hold impressive examples of the
work of this extraordinary and imaginative artist.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Fleischmann:

This Bill Reid: The Making of an Indian book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it the world is
in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is information inside this reserve incredible fresh,
you will get details which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This specific Bill Reid:
The Making of an Indian without we recognize teach the one who looking at it become critical in
contemplating and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Bill Reid: The Making of an Indian can bring if you
are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in your lovely
laptop even phone. This Bill Reid: The Making of an Indian having great arrangement in word as well as
layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Diane Reid:

This Bill Reid: The Making of an Indian tend to be reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful
person, why. The reason of this Bill Reid: The Making of an Indian can be one of several great books you
must have is actually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed anyone with information that
perhaps will shock your preceding knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere you go
and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Bill Reid: The Making of
an Indian forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you demo of
critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Leslie Bergeron:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of many ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to imagine the
story how the people do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other people. When you
read this Bill Reid: The Making of an Indian, you may tells your family, friends in addition to soon about
yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a publication.

Eva Pham:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting Bill Reid: The Making of an
Indian that give your fun preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading routine all over
the world can be said as the method for people to know world far better then how they react to the world. It
can't be claimed constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to
become success person. So , for all of you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you can pick Bill
Reid: The Making of an Indian become your starter.
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