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In 1554, a group of idealistic laywomen founded a home for homeless and orphaned adolescent girls in one
of the worst neighborhoods in Florence. Of the 526 girls who lived in the home during its fourteen-year
tenure, only 202 left there alive. Struck by the unusually high mortality rate, Nicholas Terpstra sets out to
determine what killed the lost girls of the House of Compassion shelter (Casa della Pietà).

Reaching deep into the archives' letters, ledgers, and records from both inside and outside the home, he
slowly pieces together the tragic story. The Casa welcomed girls in bad health and with little future, hoping
to save them from an almost certain life of poverty and drudgery. Yet this "safe" house was cruelly
dangerous. Victims of Renaissance Florence's sexual politics, these young women were at the disposal of the
city's elite men, who treated them as property meant for their personal pleasure.

With scholarly precision and journalistic style, Terpstra uncovers and chronicles a series of disturbing leads
that point to possible reasons so many girls died: hints of routine abortions, basic medical care for sexually
transmitted diseases, and appalling conditions in the textile factories where the girls worked.

Church authorities eventually took the Casa della Pietà away from the women who had founded it and
moved it to a better part of Florence. Its sordid past was hidden, until now, in an official history that bore
little resemblance to the orphanage's true origins. Terpstra's meticulous investigation not only uncovers the
sad fate of the lost girls of the Casa della Pietà but also explores broader themes, including gender relations,
public health, church politics, and the challenges girls and adolescent women faced in Renaissance Florence.
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From reader reviews:

Kenneth Roberts:

The book Lost Girls give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your
capable a lot more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem
along with your subject. If you can make looking at a book Lost Girls being your habit, you can get much
more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You
could know everything if you like available and read a book Lost Girls. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means
that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this guide?

Ross Larson:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important for us. The book Lost Girls had been making you to know about other
understanding and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The guide Lost
Girls is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to be your friend when you feel bored. You
can spend your current spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship with all the book Lost
Girls. You never truly feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Michael Greene:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Lost Girls, you could enjoy both. It is
excellent combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind
hangout people. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Wanda Davis:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is written or printed or outlined from each source that filled update of news. With
this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just in
search of the Lost Girls when you essential it?
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