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During the Japanese 'bubble' economy of the 1980's, the youth of Japan began to exert unprecedented
influence on Japanese culture through their spirited patronage of certain art forms previously deemed
subcultural or avant-garde. Among these were manga (Japanese comics or animation) and shogekijo
(Japanese little theater). These art forms, while very unlike in the manner in which they were produced and
disseminated, can be shown to exhibit a common language: manga discourse. This discourse presents the
ludic, image-oriented, and seemingly infantile but simultaneously transhistorical language. The range and
meaning of these discursive forms as they are related to changes in the forms of shogekijo in Japan between
the 1960's and the 1980's are explored here, using the work of Noda Hideki and his troupe Yume no
Yuminsha as example.Founded in the early 70's in the dark recesses of the University of Tokyo, Noda's
troupe blossomed into a major component of the theater boom of the bright leisure-oriented 80's. The
question which Noda's theater raises for those who seek to define Japan's modernization in the arts is how
something defined as instinctively 'little' could become so big? In line with its predecessors in the avant-
garde movements of the 1960's and 70's, the 1980's shogekijo borrowed from popular theater of the pre-
modern period, in reaction to the western - and script-oriented shingeki, and from modern comedy in early
twentieth century Japan.But unlike its avant-garde predecessors, it eschewed direct political confrontation
with the power holders and consciously sought to expand its audiences through capitalistic means. Japanese
youth born in the postwar generation could be led to appreciate the anti-shingeki message of shogekkijo,
Noda predicted, only if it could be put in the playful and fantastic language of manga discourse. In some
ways, this counterintuitive movement to youth subculture fulfilled shogekijo's mission to return theater to its
Japanese roots and thereby complete the process of a truly Japanese modernization in the arts.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Hinojosa:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the title Manga
Discourse in Japan Theatre (Japanese Studies Series) suitable to you? The book was written by renowned
writer in this era. The actual book untitled Manga Discourse in Japan Theatre (Japanese Studies Series)is the
main of several books that will everyone read now. That book was inspired a number of people in the world.
When you read this book you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know prior to. The author
explained their thought in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to recognise the core of this
guide. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. To help you to see the
represented of the world on this book.

Mandy Conway:

The e-book untitled Manga Discourse in Japan Theatre (Japanese Studies Series) is the publication that
recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to anyone. The
language that author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The copy writer
was did a lot of investigation when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to you
personally is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Manga Discourse in Japan
Theatre (Japanese Studies Series) from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Michael Watkins:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book mainly book entitled
Manga Discourse in Japan Theatre (Japanese Studies Series) your brain will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can become your mind
friends. Imaging just about every word written in a e-book then become one contact form conclusion and
explanation that maybe you never get previous to. The Manga Discourse in Japan Theatre (Japanese Studies
Series) giving you an additional experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful info
for your better life in this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind is
going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this
extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Mary Fox:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Manga Discourse in Japan Theatre (Japanese
Studies Series) can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You are so out of date, spending
your free time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books
have than the others?
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