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In the period following the collapse of the Carolingian Empire up to the Fourth Lateran Council (1215), the
episcopate everywhere in Europe experienced substantial and important change, brought about by a variety
of factors: the pressures of ecclesiastical reform; the devolution and recovery of royal authority; the growth
of papal involvement in regional matters and in diocesan administration; the emergence of the "crowd" onto
the European stage around 1000 and the proliferation of autonomous municipal governments; the explosion
of new devotional and religious energies; the expansion of Christendom's borders; and the proliferation of
new monastic orders and new forms of religious life, among other changes. This socio-political, religious,
economic, and cultural ferment challenged bishops, often in unaccustomed ways. How did the medieval
bishop, unquestionably one of the most powerful figures of the Middle Ages, respond to these and other
historical changes? Somewhat surprisingly, this question has seldom been answered from the bishop's
perspective. This volume of interdisciplinary studies, drawn from literary scholarship, art history, canon law,
and history, seeks to break scholarship of the medieval episcopacy free from the ideological stasis imposed
by the study of church reform and episcopal lordship. The editors and contributors propose less a
conventional socio-political reading of the episcopate and more of a cultural reading of bishops that is
particularly concerned with issues such as episcopal (self-)representation, conceptualization of office and
authority, cultural production (images, texts, material objects, space) and ecclesiology/ideology. They
contend that ideas about episcopal office and conduct were conditioned by and contingent upon time, place
and pastoral constituency. What made a "good" bishop in one time and place may not have sufficed for
another time and place and imposing the absolute standards of prescriptive ideologies, medieval and modern,
obfuscates rather than clarifies our understanding of the medieval bishop and his world.
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From reader reviews:

Betty Benner:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
That's why, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their very
own spare time to take a go walking, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book
eligible The Bishop Reformed: Studies of Episcopal Power and Culture in the Central Middle Ages (Church,
Faith and Culture in the Medieval West)? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You know beside you can
spend your time using your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with their opinion or
you have additional opinion?

William Todaro:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some of
you maybe will certainly update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice in your case but the
problems coming to you is you don't know what type you should start with. This The Bishop Reformed:
Studies of Episcopal Power and Culture in the Central Middle Ages (Church, Faith and Culture in the
Medieval West) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves
what you want and need in this era.

Phyllis Smith:

The actual book The Bishop Reformed: Studies of Episcopal Power and Culture in the Central Middle Ages
(Church, Faith and Culture in the Medieval West) has a lot info on it. So when you make sure to read this
book you can get a lot of profit. The book was written by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some
research prior to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can get the point easily after
reading this book.

Haley Thacker:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not seeking The Bishop Reformed:
Studies of Episcopal Power and Culture in the Central Middle Ages (Church, Faith and Culture in the
Medieval West) that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book.
Reading habit all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world far better then how they
react towards the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man but for
all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for every you who want to start reading through as
your good habit, it is possible to pick The Bishop Reformed: Studies of Episcopal Power and Culture in the
Central Middle Ages (Church, Faith and Culture in the Medieval West) become your own starter.
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