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"Industrial" is a descriptor that fans and critics have applied to a remarkable variety of music: the oildrum
pounding of Einst?rzende Neubauten, the processed electronic groans of Throbbing Gristle, the drumloop
clatter of Skinny Puppy, and the synthpop songcraft of VNV Nation, to name just a few. But the stylistic
breadth and subcultural longevity of industrial music suggests that the common ground here might not be
any one particular sound, but instead a network of ideologies. This book traces industrial music's attitudes
and practices from their earliest articulations--a hundred years ago--through the genre's mid-1970s formation
and its development up to the present and beyond.

Taking cues from radical intellectuals like Antonin Artaud, William S. Burroughs, and Guy Debord,
industrial musicians sought to dismantle deep cultural assumptions so thoroughly normalized by media,
government, and religion as to seem invisible. More extreme than punk, industrial music revolted against the
very ideas of order and reason: it sought to strip away the brainwashing that was identity itself. It aspired to
provoke, bewilder, and roar with independence. Of course, whether this revolution succeeded is another
question...

Assimilate is the first serious study published on industrial music. Through incisive discussions of musicians,
audiences, marketers, cities, and songs, this book traces industrial values, methods, and goals across forty
years of technological, political, and artistic change. A scholarly musicologist and a longtime industrial
musician, S. Alexander Reed provides deep insight not only into the genre's history but also into its
ambiguous relationship with symbols of totalitarianism and evil. Voicing frank criticism and affection alike,
this book reveals the challenging and sometimes inspiring ways that industrial music both responds to and
shapes the world.

Assimilate is essential reading for anyone who has ever imagined limitless freedom, danced alone in the
dark, or longed for more noise.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Williams:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the guide entitled Assimilate: A Critical History of Industrial Music. Try to
make the book Assimilate: A Critical History of Industrial Music as your buddy. It means that it can to be
your friend when you feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very
fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know every thing by
the book. So , let me make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Will Cathcart:

The book Assimilate: A Critical History of Industrial Music can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the great thing like a book
Assimilate: A Critical History of Industrial Music? Wide variety you have a different opinion about guide.
But one aim this book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with your
book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you could give for each other; it is possible to share all of
these. Book Assimilate: A Critical History of Industrial Music has simple shape but you know: it has great
and big function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by available and read a guide. So it is
very wonderful.

Bettye Heinrich:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is unique. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the very
best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is referred to as of
book Assimilate: A Critical History of Industrial Music. Contain your knowledge by it. Without making the
printed book, it could add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most essential that, you
must aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination to other place.

Louis Gayman:

Publication is one of source of know-how. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year to year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world.
With the book Assimilate: A Critical History of Industrial Music we can have more advantage. Don't one to
be creative people? To get creative person must choose to read a book. Just choose the best book that
acceptable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this book Assimilate: A Critical
History of Industrial Music. You can more inviting than now.
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