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Making Micronesia is the story of Tosiwo Nakayama, the first president of the Federated States of
Micronesia (FSM). Born to a Japanese father and an island woman in 1931 on an atoll northwest of the main
Chuuk Lagoon group, Nakayama grew up during Japan’s colonial administration of greater Micronesia and
later proved adept at adjusting to life in post-war Chuuk and under the American-administered Trust
Territory of the Pacific Islands. After studying at the University of Hawai‘i, Nakayama returned to Chuuk in
1958 and quickly advanced through a series of administrative positions before winning election to the House
of Delegates (later Senate) of the Congress of Micronesia. He served as its president from 1965 to1967 and
again from 1973 to 1978.

More than any other individual, Nakayama is credited with managing the complex political discussions on
Saipan in 1975 that resulted in a national constitution for the different Micronesian states that made up the
Trust Territory. A proponent of independence, he was a key player in the lengthy negotiations with the U.S.
government and throughout the islands that culminated in the Compact of Free Association and the eventual
creation of the FSM. In 1979 Nakayama was elected the first president of the FSM and spent the next eight
years working to solidify an island nation and to see the Compact of Free Association through to approval
and implementation.

One wonders what the contemporary political configuration of the western Pacific would look like without
Tosiwo Nakayama. His story, however, involves much more than a narrative of political events. Nakayama’s
rise to prominence constitutes a remarkable story given the physical, political, and cultural distances he
negotiated. His engagements with colonialism, decolonization, and nation-making place him squarely in the
middle of the most important issues in twentieth-century Pacific Islands history. The study of his life also
invites a reconsideration of migration, transnational crossings, and the actual size of island worlds. Making
Micronesia follows Nakayama’s life through time, focusing on the expansiveness of his vision. In many
ways, “Macronesia,” not “Micronesia,” seems a more appropriate term for the world he inhabited and tried to
make accessible to others.
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From reader reviews:

Lenore Cortez:

Now a day folks who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book.
Studying a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this Making Micronesia: A
Political Biography of Tosiwo Nakayama book because book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course
the data in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Therese Webb:

Reading a book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Books can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with their story or perhaps
their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write about the ability about
something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their ability in
writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to their book. One of them is this Making
Micronesia: A Political Biography of Tosiwo Nakayama.

Janice Smith:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Making Micronesia: A Political
Biography of Tosiwo Nakayama can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are so out of
date, spending your free time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
publications have than the others?

Marge Lee:

With this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of many books in the
top list in your reading list will be Making Micronesia: A Political Biography of Tosiwo Nakayama. This
book and that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By
looking up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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