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John Meredith (1920-2001) was, for decades, the leading warrior in the fight to collect, preserve, and
celebrate Australia's unique folk music heritage. Between 1953 and 1994, he recorded, from ordinary
Australians, thousands of songs, tunes, recitations, folk medicines, superstitions, sayings, and yarns,
documenting a rich canon of traditional lore which, at the time, few believed (and many denied) existed. He
was also a key pioneer in folk song performance, establishing, in 1952, the original Bushwhackers Band and
performing in the landmark Australian musical Reedy River. A political radical throughout the Cold War
years, he fought all his life against poverty, cultural toadyism, and official indifference. Writing or co-
authoring many books on Australian tradition and history - including the classic Folk Songs of Australia and
the Men and Women Who Sang Them, still easily the most important single volume in the field - he
achieved official recognition late in life, when his original field recordings became an acknowledged national
treasure. Unlike, however, the great song collectors in other English-speaking countries, he did not have the
benefit of a good education, let alone formal musical training, for he was forced by poverty to leave school at
age 14 at the height of the Great Depression. In 1944, having neither qualifications nor prospects, John
Meredith mounted his pushbike and left the New South Wales township of Holbrook, where he was born,
and rode into the sunrise, determined to make his fortune. This is John Meredith's story. Also included is a
CD containing the cream of Meredith's field recordings, together with classical performances by leading
Australian and international folk singers. *** "Few traditional singers, and even fewer field collectors, have
their life stories published...this book is more than just a biography of the person who is unquestionably the
most important song collector in Australia in the Anglophone tradition." - Journal of Folklore Research,
April 2015ËœËœ
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From reader reviews:

Ian Gardner:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic within the
park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill
your personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book could be option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the publication untitled More than a Life: John Meredith: and the Fight for
Australian Tradition can be great book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Eleanor Hayes:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love More than a Life: John Meredith:
and the Fight for Australian Tradition, you could enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still wish to
miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't buy it, oh
come on its known as reading friends.

Jonathan Garcia:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you
only find e-book that need more time to be read. More than a Life: John Meredith: and the Fight for
Australian Tradition can be your answer as it can be read by you who have those short free time problems.

Evelyn Nay:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside together with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading a
book. Ugh, do you think reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It
fine you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like More than a Life: John
Meredith: and the Fight for Australian Tradition which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book?
Let's view.
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