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Challenging the widely held belief that Nicaragua has been ethnically homogeneous since the nineteenth
century, To Die in This Way reveals the continued existence and importance of an officially “forgotten”
indigenous culture. Jeffrey L. Gould argues that mestizaje—a cultural homogeneity that has been hailed as a
cornerstone of Nicaraguan national identity—involved a decades-long process of myth building.

Through interviews with indigenous peoples and records of the elite discourse that suppressed the expression
of cultural differences and rationalized the destruction of Indian communities, Gould tells a story of cultural
loss. Land expropriation and coerced labor led to cultural alienation that shamed the indigenous population
into shedding their language, religion, and dress. Beginning with the 1870s, Gould historicizes the forces that
prompted a collective movement away from a strong identification with indigenous cultural heritage to an
“acceptance” of a national mixed-race identity.

By recovering a significant part of Nicaraguan history that has been excised from the national memory, To
Die in This Way critiques the enterprise of third world nation-building and thus marks an important step in
the study of Latin American culture and history that will also interest anthropologists and students of social
and cultural historians.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Holt:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider any time those information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take To Die in this Way: Nicaraguan Indians and the Myth of
Mestizaje, 1880-1965 (Latin America otherwise) as the daily resource information.

Charles Hopper:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind expertise
or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when compared with
can satisfy your limited time to read it because all this time you only find reserve that need more time to be
study. To Die in this Way: Nicaraguan Indians and the Myth of Mestizaje, 1880-1965 (Latin America
otherwise) can be your answer mainly because it can be read by a person who have those short extra time
problems.

Alicia Romero:

The book untitled To Die in this Way: Nicaraguan Indians and the Myth of Mestizaje, 1880-1965 (Latin
America otherwise) contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains the woman idea with easy
approach. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read this. The
book was authored by famous author. The author gives you in the new age of literary works. You can
actually read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read the
book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-
site in addition to order it. Have a nice learn.

Carmine Caulfield:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This To Die in this Way: Nicaraguan Indians and the
Myth of Mestizaje, 1880-1965 (Latin America otherwise) can be the response, oh how comes? A fresh book
you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this fresh era is
common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?
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