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During the Vietnam War, young African Americans fought to protect the freedoms of Southeast Asians and
died in disproportionate numbers compared to their white counterparts. Despite their sacrifices, black
Americans were unable to secure equal rights at home, and because the importance of the war overshadowed
the civil rights movement in the minds of politicians and the public, it seemed that further progress might
never come.  For many African Americans, the bloodshed, loss, and disappointment of war became just
another chapter in the history of the civil rights movement.  Lawrence Allen Eldridge explores this two-front
war, showing how the African American press grappled with the Vietnam War and its impact on the struggle
for civil rights.

Written in a clear narrative style, Chronicles of a Two-Front War is the first book to examine coverage of the
Vietnam War by black news publications, from the Gulf of Tonkin incident in August 1964 to the final
withdrawal of American ground forces in the spring of 1973 and the fall of Saigon in the spring of 1975.
 Eldridge reveals how the black press not only reported the war but also weighed its significance in the
context of the civil rights movement.

The author researched seventeen African American newspapers, including the Chicago Defender, the
Baltimore Afro-American, and the New Courier, and two magazines, Jet and Ebony.  He augmented the
study with a rich array of primary sources—including interviews with black journalists and editors, oral
history collections, the personal papers of key figures in the black press, and government documents,
including those from the presidential libraries of Lyndon Johnson, Richard Nixon, and Gerald Ford—to trace
the ups and downs of U.S. domestic and wartime policy especially as it related to the impact of the war on
civil rights.

Eldridge examines not only the role of reporters during the war, but also those of editors, commentators, and
cartoonists. Especially enlightening is the research drawn from extensive oral histories by prominent
journalist Ethel Payne, the first African American woman to receive the title of war correspondent.  She
described a widespread practice in black papers of reworking material from major white papers without
providing proper credit, as the demand for news swamped the small budgets and limited staffs of African
American papers.  The author analyzes both the strengths of the black print media and the weaknesses in
their coverage.

The black press ultimately viewed the Vietnam War through the lens of African American experience,
blaming the war for crippling LBJ’s Great Society and the War on Poverty.  Despite its waning hopes for an
improved life, the black press soldiered on.
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From reader reviews:

David Gaytan:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the book entitled Chronicles of a Two-Front War: Civil Rights and Vietnam in
the African American Press. Try to the actual book Chronicles of a Two-Front War: Civil Rights and
Vietnam in the African American Press as your close friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you
really feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your
needs. The book makes you more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let's make
new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Jose Gray:

Now a day people who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources included can be true or not demand people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Studying a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Chronicles of a Two-
Front War: Civil Rights and Vietnam in the African American Press book since this book offers you rich info
and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it as
you know.

Donna Kerns:

The particular book Chronicles of a Two-Front War: Civil Rights and Vietnam in the African American
Press has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was
written by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research ahead of write this book. This kind of
book very easy to read you will get the point easily after reading this article book.

William Lebel:

A lot of reserve has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by world wide web on social
media. You can choose the top book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by means of searching from
it. It is referred to as of book Chronicles of a Two-Front War: Civil Rights and Vietnam in the African
American Press. You can add your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it can add your
knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about reserve. It can
bring you from one destination for a other place.
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