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One out of five Americans, more than 55 million people, are first-or second-generation immigrants. This
landmark study, the most comprehensive to date, probes all aspects of the new immigrant second
generation's lives, exploring their immense potential to transform American society for better or worse.
Whether this new generation reinvigorates the nation or deepens its social problems depends on the social
and economic trajectories of this still young population. In Legacies, Alejandro Portes and Rubén G.
Rumbaut—two of the leading figures in the field—provide a close look at this rising second generation,
including their patterns of acculturation, family and school life, language, identity, experiences of
discrimination, self-esteem, ambition, and achievement.

Based on the largest research study of its kind, Legacies combines vivid vignettes with a wealth of survey
and school data. Accessible, engaging, and indispensable for any consideration of the changing face of
American society, this book presents a wide range of real-life stories of immigrant families—from Mexico,
Cuba, Nicaragua, Colombia, the Dominican Republic, Haiti, Jamaica, Trinidad, the Philippines, China, Laos,
Cambodia, and Vietnam—now living in Miami and San Diego, two of the areas most heavily affected by the
new immigration. The authors explore the world of second-generation youth, looking at patterns of parent-
child conflict and cohesion within immigrant families, the role of peer groups and school subcultures, the
factors that affect the children's academic achievement, and much more.

A companion volume to Legacies, entitled Ethnicities: Children of Immigrants in America, was published by
California in Fall 2001. Edited by the authors of Legacies, this book will bring together some of the country's
leading scholars of immigration and ethnicity to provide a close look at this rising second generation.

A Copublication with the Russell Sage Foundation
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From reader reviews:

Mary Crist:

This Legacies: The Story of the Immigrant Second Generation are reliable for you who want to certainly be a
successful person, why. The main reason of this Legacies: The Story of the Immigrant Second Generation
can be one of the great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple reading food but
feed a person with information that probably will shock your preceding knowledge. This book will be handy,
you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this
Legacies: The Story of the Immigrant Second Generation giving you an enormous of experience such as rich
vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have
it and revel in reading.

Patrick Taylor:

This Legacies: The Story of the Immigrant Second Generation is great publication for you because the
content and that is full of information for you who always deal with world and get to make decision every
minute. This kind of book reveal it details accurately using great manage word or we can declare no
rambling sentences included. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it
only provides you with straight forward sentences but tough core information with splendid delivering
sentences. Having Legacies: The Story of the Immigrant Second Generation in your hand like keeping the
world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no guide that offer you world within
ten or fifteen moment right but this publication already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Heya
Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt in which?

Kenneth Quisenberry:

Beside that Legacies: The Story of the Immigrant Second Generation in your phone, it could give you a way
to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you may got here is
fresh from your oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow community. It is
good thing to have Legacies: The Story of the Immigrant Second Generation because this book offers for you
readable information. Do you often have book but you would not get what it's interesting features of. Oh
come on, that wil happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable,
like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss that? Find this book in addition to read it
from now!

Theresa Braun:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got students? We believe that that query was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you know that
little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to know that reading is
very important and book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except your



own personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update concerning something by book. Many kinds
of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is Legacies: The Story of the Immigrant Second
Generation.
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