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A provocative and contrarian religious history that charts the rise of Christianity from the point of view of
traditional” religion from the religious scholar and critically acclaimed author of Augustine.

Pagans explores the rise of Christianity from a surprising and unique viewpoint: that of the people who
witnessed their ways of life destroyed by what seemed then a powerful religious cult. These “pagans” were
actually pious Greeks, Romans, Syrians, and Gauls who observed the traditions of their ancestors. To these
devout polytheists, Christians who worshipped only one deity were immoral atheists who believed that a
splash of water on the deathbed could erase a lifetime of sin.

Religious scholar James J. O’Donnell takes us on a lively tour of the Ancient Roman world through the
fourth century CE, when Romans of every nationality, social class, and religious preference found their
world suddenly constrained by rulers who preferred a strange new god. Some joined this new cult, while
others denied its power, erroneously believing it was little more than a passing fad.

In Pagans, O’Donnell brings to life various pagan rites and essential features of Roman religion and life,
offers fresh portraits of iconic historical figures, including Constantine, Julian, and Augustine, and explores
important themes—Rome versus the east, civilization versus barbarism, plurality versus unity, rich versus
poor, and tradition versus innovation—in this startling account. 
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From reader reviews:

Robert Young:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by means
of surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. Yeah,
by reading a reserve your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand up than other is high. To
suit your needs who want to start reading a new book, we give you that Pagans: The End of Traditional
Religion and the Rise of Christianity book as beginning and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is
usually more than just a book.

Christian Robbins:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get wide range
of stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you possess
when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading textbooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the book you have read is
definitely Pagans: The End of Traditional Religion and the Rise of Christianity.

Sherry Ellis:

Pagans: The End of Traditional Religion and the Rise of Christianity can be one of your nice books that are
good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary which could
increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the
information. The article writer giving his/her effort to get every word into pleasure arrangement in writing
Pagans: The End of Traditional Religion and the Rise of Christianity nevertheless doesn't forget the main
point, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one
among it. This great information can certainly drawn you into new stage of crucial contemplating.

Charles Branch:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got learners? We believe that that query
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you also
know that little person just like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You should know that reading
is very important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update about something by book. A substantial number
of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them are these claims Pagans: The End of
Traditional Religion and the Rise of Christianity.
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