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In this grand and astonishing tale, Alec Wilkinson brings us the story of S. A. Andrée, the visionary Swedish
aeronaut who, in 1897, during the great age of Arctic endeavor, left to discover the North Pole by flying to it
in a hydrogen balloon. Called by a British military officer “the most original and remarkable attempt ever
made in Arctic exploration,” Andrée’s expedition was followed by nearly the entire world, and it made him
an international legend.
 
The Ice Balloon begins in the late nineteenth century, when nations, compelled by vanity, commerce, and
science, competed with one another for the greatest discoveries, and newspapers covered every journey.
Wilkinson describes how in Andrée several contemporary themes intersected. He was the first modern
explorer—the first to depart for the Arctic unencumbered by notions of the Romantic age, and the first to be
equipped with the newest technologies. No explorer had ever left with more uncertainty regarding his fate,
since none had ever flown over the horizon and into the forbidding region of ice.
 
In addition to portraying the period, The Ice Balloon gives us a brief history of the exploration of the
northern polar regions, both myth and fact, including detailed versions of the two record-setting expeditions
just prior to Andrée’s—one led by U.S. Army lieutenant Adolphus Greely from Ellesmere Island; the other
by Fridtjof Nansen, the Norwegian explorer who initially sought to reach the pole by embedding his ship in
the pack ice and drifting toward it with the current.
 
Woven throughout is Andrée’s own history, and how he came by his brave and singular idea. We also get to
know Andrée’s family, the woman who loves him, and the two men who accompany him—Nils Strindberg,
a cousin of the famous playwright, with a tender love affair of his own, and Knut Fraenkel, a willing and
hearty young man.
 
Andrée’s flight and the journey, based on the expedition’s diaries and photographs, dramatically recovered
thirty-three years after the balloon came down, along with Wilkinson’s research, provide a book filled with
suspense and adventure, a haunting story of high ambition and courage, made tangible with the detail,
beauty, and devastating conditions of traveling and dwelling in “the realm of Death,” as one Arctic explorer
put it.
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From reader reviews:

Kim McLoughlin:

The book The Ice Balloon: S. A. Andree and the Heroic Age of Arctic Exploration give you a sense of
feeling enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book
can being your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem with your subject. If you can
make reading through a book The Ice Balloon: S. A. Andree and the Heroic Age of Arctic Exploration to get
your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about some or
all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like available and read a publication The Ice Balloon: S.
A. Andree and the Heroic Age of Arctic Exploration. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science
reserve or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Benjamin Manno:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Ice Balloon: S. A. Andree and the
Heroic Age of Arctic Exploration, you are able to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still need
to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't get it, oh
come on its referred to as reading friends.

Colin Wegner:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all this time you only find guide that
need more time to be learn. The Ice Balloon: S. A. Andree and the Heroic Age of Arctic Exploration can be
your answer because it can be read by anyone who have those short extra time problems.

Pearl Minjares:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got students? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you know
that little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is
very important and book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update in relation to something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them are these claims
The Ice Balloon: S. A. Andree and the Heroic Age of Arctic Exploration.
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