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"Captivating." —Jane Ciabattari, NPR Book Concierge: Best Books of 2015

"Incomparable charisma and verve." —The Root, Best Fiction of 2015

"Lean, mean, and moving." —Kirkus Reviews, Kirkus Prize nominee

Jabari Asim’s debut novel returns readers to Gateway City, the fictional Midwestern city first explored in his
acclaimed short story collection, Taste of Honey. Against a 1970s backdrop of rapid social and political
change, Only the Strong portrays the challenges and rewards of love in a quintessential American community
where heartbreak and violence are seldom far away.

Moved by the death of Martin Luther King Jr., Lorenzo "Guts" Tolliver decides to abandon his career as a
professional leg-breaker and pursue a life of quiet moments and generous helpings of banana pudding in the
company of his new, sensuous lover. His erstwhile boss, local kingpin Ananias Goode, is also thinking about
slowing down—but his tempestuous affair with Dr. Artinces Noel, a prominent pediatrician, complicates his
retirement plans. Meanwhile, Charlotte Divine, the doctor’s headstrong protégée, struggles with trials of her
own.

With prose that's sharp, humorous, and poetic, Asim skillfully renders a compelling portrait of urban life in
the wake of the last major civil-rights bill. Massive change is afoot in America, and these characters have
front-row seats.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Segers:

The book Only the Strong can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. So why must we leave the best thing like a book Only the Strong? Wide variety you
have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that will book can give many facts for us. It is
absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that,
it is possible to give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Only the Strong has simple shape
however you know: it has great and big function for you. You can look the enormous world by open up and
read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Jerry Raminez:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a reserve your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stay than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading the book, we give you this kind of Only the Strong book
as basic and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

William Delacruz:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information today can get by anyone from everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even restricted. What people must be consider any time those
information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take Only the Strong as the daily resource information.

Otis Key:

You can spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This Only the Strong is simple to develop you
can read it in the playground, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not have got much space to
bring typically the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save often
the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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