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Gifts have been given and received in all eras and societies; gifts are part of a universal human exchange.
The importance of creating and sustaining social bonds with the help of gifts is widely acknowledged by
social scientists, not only from anthropological but also from economic, sociological, and political science
perspectives. Contemporary anti-corruption campaigns, however, have led gifts to be viewed with ever-
increasing suspicion, because it is feared that the social bonds created by gift giving may contaminate
professional decision-making.

Suspicious Gifts investigates the sensitive issue of gift exchanges and how they become an object of
contention. Malin Åkerström considers the moral dilemmas presented by bribes and gift giving as
experienced by Swedish aid workers and professionals working in the public sector, business, and adoption
agencies. She also deals with professionals’ interaction with foreign officials or contractors. Often a gift is
just that, although sometimes the gift giving may be seen by others as a bribe.

Åkerström highlights the tensions between strict regulations designed to prevent corruption with the human
affection for the institution of gift giving. She argues that bribes and gifts are important social phenomena
because they are windows into classic sociological and anthropological research issues concerning
interaction, social control, exchange, and rituals. This unique analysis will be of keen interest to all
sociologists, public officials, and professionals.
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From reader reviews:

Nellie Kim:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time? Yep,
you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open as well as read a book allowed Suspicious Gifts:
Bribery, Morality, and Professional Ethics? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You recognize beside you
can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it is opinion
or you have various other opinion?

Johnny Rogowski:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge to make
these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming
to anyone is you don't know what type you should start with. This Suspicious Gifts: Bribery, Morality, and
Professional Ethics is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because this book
serves what you want and wish in this era.

Irene Justice:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of many ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more imaginative. When
you looking at a book especially hype book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
Suspicious Gifts: Bribery, Morality, and Professional Ethics, you can tells your family, friends and also soon
about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a book.

Shawn Calvin:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your short time to read it because this all time you only find reserve that need more
time to be study. Suspicious Gifts: Bribery, Morality, and Professional Ethics can be your answer as it can be
read by an individual who have those short time problems.
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