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Many people are unaware that from 1945 to 1975, downstate lawmakers dominated the Illinois political
arena. In TheDealmakers of Downstate Illinois, Robert E. Hartley details the lives and contributions of three
influential southern Illinois politicians, Paul Powell, Clyde Choate, and John Stelle. He describes how these
“dealmakers” were able to work with Democrats and Republicans throughout the state to bring jobs and
facilities to their region. Using a variety of coalitions, they maintained downstate political strength in the
face of growing Chicago influence.

 

Hartley traces the personal histories of Powell, Choate, and Stelle, shows how they teamed up to advance a
downstate political agenda, and reviews their challenges and successes. Beginning with an account of early
experiences, including the battlefield courage that earned Choate the Medal of Honor as well as Stelle’s
World War I experience and later entrepreneurship, the book continues with an exploration of the
groundwork for their collaborative legislative agenda and their roles in the growth of Southern Illinois
University and the passage of income tax legislation. Hartley reviews the importance of Powell’s relationship
with Governor Stratton, Choate’s leadership of the 1972 Democratic National Convention and his
relationships with Governor Walker and with Chicago interests. 

 

The Dealmakers of Downstate Illinois is a vivid, straightforward tale of fighting in the legislative chambers,
backstabbing behind the scenes, and trading special favors for votes in pursuit of not only personal gain but
also the advancement of a regional agenda.
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From reader reviews:

Kurt Gomez:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the headline The Dealmakers of
Downstate Illinois: Paul Powell, Clyde L. Choate, John H. Stelle suitable to you? Typically the book was
written by well known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled The Dealmakers of Downstate Illinois:
Paul Powell, Clyde L. Choate, John H. Stelleis a single of several books in which everyone read now. This
kind of book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new way
of measuring that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their thought in the simple way, so all of
people can easily to comprehend the core of this e-book. This book will give you a great deal of information
about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world on this book.

Jeffery Bruce:

The actual book The Dealmakers of Downstate Illinois: Paul Powell, Clyde L. Choate, John H. Stelle will
bring someone to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to clarify the idea is very
unique. When you try to find new book to read, this book very ideal to you. The book The Dealmakers of
Downstate Illinois: Paul Powell, Clyde L. Choate, John H. Stelle is much recommended to you to read. You
can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Kimberly Martin:

The Dealmakers of Downstate Illinois: Paul Powell, Clyde L. Choate, John H. Stelle can be one of your
beginning books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good
vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nevertheless delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to get every word into satisfaction
arrangement in writing The Dealmakers of Downstate Illinois: Paul Powell, Clyde L. Choate, John H. Stelle
yet doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource data that maybe
you can be certainly one of it. This great information could drawn you into completely new stage of crucial
contemplating.

Liza Serrano:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than can
satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this time you only find book that need more time to be
examine. The Dealmakers of Downstate Illinois: Paul Powell, Clyde L. Choate, John H. Stelle can be your
answer since it can be read by anyone who have those short free time problems.
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